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                        UKGBC is supporting our industry's transition to net zero by undertaking feasibility studies into the design, delivery and cost of new net zero carbon buildings.
                                            

                
                
                            

        
        
        
        
            
                Learn more             

            


            
            
                
            [image: construction materials solutions][image: ]
    
    
            

        

    
    
            
        

    
	
    
            
                Carbon offsetting and pricing            

                    
        
            Expand or collapse a sub menu        
        
            

            

            




                            
    
    
                    
                
                                        
                
                Carbon offsetting and pricing            
        

                
                                    
                        UKGBC is empowering industry to make informed and responsible decisions on carbon offsetting routes that support the shift towards a net zero built environment.
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                        Energy required to heat, power and operate commercial buildings accounts for nearly a quarter of the built environment’s carbon footprint in the UK. Significant improvements in energy efficiency must be accelerated across all sectors. To address this challenge, UKGBC is working with a team of industry experts to accelerate the delivery of commercial retrofit programmes.
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                        Embodied carbon from the construction and refurbishment of buildings currently makes up 20% of UK built environment emissions. UKGBC’s Advancing Net Zero team is working with experts across the industry to change this.
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                        With time running out to keep global temperatures to 1.5 degrees, upgrading the nation’s homes is one of the biggest opportunities the UK has to reduce carbon emissions whilst tackling the cost-of-living crisis, energy security and levelling up.
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                        UKGBC published the Net Zero Carbon Buildings Framework Definition in 2019 to provide the industry with clarity on the definition of net zero carbon buildings.
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                        A space where organisations from across the built environment come together to share learnings and experiences on the pathway to net zero carbon, enabling net zero solutions to be scaled through industry-wide collaboration.
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                        How we procure energy for our buildings has a critical role to play in decarbonising the UK’s energy supply sector and supporting the delivery of our national net zero target. 
                                            

                
                
                            

        
        
        
        
            
                Learn more            

            


            
            
                
            [image: ][image: ]
    
    
            

        

    
    
            
        

    



                            
    
    
                    
                
                                        
                
                Advancing Net Zero            
        

                
                                    
                        Created in 2018 as part of a World Green Building Council initiative, UKGBC’s Advancing Net Zero programme has a mission to lead the UK’s transition to a net zero built environment.
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                        As part of our Advancing Net Zero programme, UKGBC is continually investigating the link between carbon reduction and circularity.
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                        The over extraction of resources is one of the prime threats to nature. Following COP15 and the Kunming Montreal agreement, it’s crucial that more than ever we hold nature centrally in all our work.
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                        UKGBC is bringing together construction clients and project teams who are applying circular principles on live projects and are looking to share challenges and solutions.
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                        The built environment needs to move away from the take-make-waste economy. For a sustainable future, a regenerative, circular economy that rewards the reuse of finite materials and resources must take its place.
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“UKGBC’s vision is of a built environment that is fully decarbonised. This has to include both embodied and operational carbon. As operational carbon reduces, the relative significance of embodied carbon increases. So we will continue to advocate for embodied carbon to become a mainstream issue in building design, construction and maintenance.

Julie Hirigoyen, CEO, UK Green Building Council.




With the increasingly successful reduction of operational energy (and thus carbon emissions) in the built environment, the industry’s next challenge is to reduce the carbon intensity of the structures themselves.




We know that clients will play a critical role in this work as what clients ask for, the supply chain works to deliver. UKGBC also understands that embodied carbon is an area that many clients are just beginning to address. This guide is designed for those who need to write effective briefs for commissioning their first embodied carbon measurements, but who may be at an early stage of embodied carbon knowledge.




The purpose of this guide is to set out clear and practical guidance to enable built environment clients to begin requesting embodied carbon measurements. This includes understanding the outcomes from an assessment and how to start acting on the results.




The guidance explains:




	some of the basics of embodied carbon
	gives an overview of some suggested approaches
	provides example clauses to propel embodied carbon requirements down the supply chain and
	gives practical tips on how to use the outcomes of an assessment.





The guidance is appropriate for any capital investment intervention in the built environment such as new build, refurbishment or renewal whether in buildings, infrastructure or other built assets.




In 2023, UKGBC is undertaking a new project focussing on the Measuring and Reporting of Embodied Carbon. 
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