
 

 

1 

Together for a better built environment www.ukgbc.org 

Call for applications: Renewable Energy Procurement & Carbon 
Offsetting Task Group 

 

1.0 Introduction: Advancing Net Zero  

The Paris Climate Agreement represented a turning point in efforts to tackle climate change, with a commitment to 
limit increases in global temperatures well below 2ºC and decarbonise the global economy by the second half of this 
century. To meet this challenge the World Green Building Council (WorldGBC) launched the global Advancing Net 
Zero campaign which aims to promote and support the acceleration of net zero carbon buildings to 100% by 2050. 

UKGBC launched its respective Advancing Net Zero programme in 2018 to help drive this transition in the UK and 
deliver the emissions reductions required from the construction and property sectors. In April 2019, UKGBC published 
‘Net Zero Carbon Buildings: A Framework Definition1’ which set in place a path to achieve net zero carbon buildings in 
both construction and operation. Whilst this was an important first step in building a consensus on how best to 
collaborative work towards a net zero carbon built environment, several areas have been highlighted by the industry 
for further updates. This includes developing best practice guidance on the procurement of renewable energy and 
carbon offsetting. 

2.0 Aims and Objectives 

Project aims: 

• Develop best practice guidance on the procurement of on- and off-site renewables.  

• Provide a set of principles for offsetting any outstanding carbon balance once building emissions have been 
reduced as far as possible. 

• Set out a transition plan for phasing out the future use of offsets for net zero carbon buildings 

The guidance on Renewable Energy Procurement & Carbon Offsetting will build on the principles of the Net Zero 
Carbon Buildings Framework and will sit as a separate but complementary document to the Framework report. 

Table 1 Alignment to the Net Zero Carbon Buildings Framework and related project objectives 

AZN Framework Principles Objective 

4.1 On-site renewable energy source should 
be prioritised 

To support decentralised energy systems, minimising pressure on 
the electricity grid whilst maximising functionality of the building. 

4.2 Off-site renewables should demonstrate 
additionality 

To increase supply of UK renewable energy and to ensure that any 
subsequent emission reductions and removals are additional to 
what would have occurred if the project had not been carried out. 

5.1 Any remaining carbon should be offset 
using a recognised offsetting framework 

To aid the transition to net zero – recognising that there may be 
instances where net zero carbon in construction or operations is 
not currently feasible without offsetting the remaining carbon 
balance once all other prior AZN framework steps have been 
exhausted. 

Guidance is required to ensure that any carbon offset deliver real 
value, amongst other requirements* and are publicly disclosed to 
ensure transparency. 

5.2 The amount of offsets used should be 
publicly disclosed 

*These are to be determined as part of this project 

 

1 Net Zero Carbon Buildings: A Framework Definition (2019) https://www.ukgbc.org/ukgbc-work/net-zero-carbon-buildings-a-
framework-definition/ 

https://www.ukgbc.org/ukgbc-work/net-zero-carbon-buildings-a-framework-definition/
https://www.ukgbc.org/ukgbc-work/net-zero-carbon-buildings-a-framework-definition/
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3.0 How to get involved – call for Task Group members 

It is critical to build consensus within industry to ensure widespread uptake of any subsequent best practice guidance. 
As such, UKGBC will be convening an industry task group to lead the development of this guidance, in line with the 
above aims and objectives. 

An overview of the Programme of Works expected is as follows. The Task Group will convene in July and will develop 
initial proposals based on existing resources and industry best practice. These proposals will then be released for 
consultation and industry feedback in the autumn, which will inform the final guidance to be published in early 2021. 
Please note that all workshops and meetings will be held via online video conferencing until further notice. 

3.1 Task Group Programme 

 

Applicants must be able to commit to contribute a minimum of 6 hours per month to the Task Group, including 
workshops and meetings. Participants will be expected to actively engage in between meeting on tasks such as 
research and drafting proposals. A kick-off workshop for the Task Group will be hosted on Thursday 16th July, 
followed by regular task group meetings every three weeks up to the consultation in October, as per Table 2. The 
frequency of subsequent meeting from November to February will be decided with the Task Group closer to the time. 

Table 2 Provisional dates for Task Group workshops 

Workshop 1: Kick-Off Thursday 16th July 14:00 – 16:00 

Workshop 2 Wednesday 5th August 14:00 – 16:00 

Workshop 3 Wednesday 26th August 14:00 – 16:00 

Workshop 4 Monday 14th September 14:00 – 16:00 

Workshop 5: Draft Agreement Tuesday 6th October 14:00 – 16:00 

 
Task Group participants will be expected to attend to regularly attend the meetings. If attendance is not possible for a 
particular meeting, participants will be encouraged to send a relevant colleague as a replacement.  

 

3.3. Applicant Criteria 

We are inviting relevant experts from the UKGBC membership to apply and are seeking a broad range of expertise 
including, but not limited to: 

• Small- and medium- scale on-site renewable energy 

• Commissioning of off-site renewable plants 

• Corporate PPAs and other business models for purchasing off-site additionality 

• General and top-up models, inc. green tariffs 

• Existing carbon offsetting standards and verification routes 

• Carbon mitigation investments 

• Carbon innovation / market stimulation investments 

• Carbon pricing 
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Comments

Task Group Application Deadline x Thursday 25th June
Task Group Participants Confirmed x w/c 29th June

Task Group Development of Proposals x x x x See time reqs

Industry Consultation on Draft Proposals x x Workshop details TBC

Task Group Finalisation of Guidance x x x x

Launch / Publication of Final Guidance x
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It is expected that any applicants will have a minimum 5 years of relevant experience. We encourage applicants from 
businesses and organisations across the built environment to ensure a diverse range of views and perspectives on the 
Task Group. 

Any interested organisations or individuals who are not members of the UKGBC are encouraged to provide input into 
the project as part of the industry consultation stage in October/November. 

 

3.4 Application procedure 

Applications to join the Task Group will be open until Thursday 25th June 2020. 

To apply, please email Emily.Huynh@ukgbc.org with max 200 words on how you meet the applicant criteria. Please 
include your Full Name, Job Title & Department, Organisation and Contact Details. 

We expect to finalise the Task Group members w/c 29th June. Applicants will be chosen based on their experience, 
seeking to ensure a balanced breadth of expertise across the Task Group and an even gender split. 

For any enquiries or to join the general interest mailing list, please contact Emily Huynh using the above contact 
details. 

mailto:Emily.Huynh@ukgbc.org

